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ANNUAL REPORT 

To December 31st 1892. 
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TO THE MEMBERS OF 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art. 



HI 



The Trustees for the year ending December 31st, 1892, 
respectfully report : 

The Treasurer presents the following statement of account 
for the year 1892. 

CASH STATEMENT OF THE TREASURER FOR THE YEAR 1892. 

1892 
Jan. 1. Balance in Bank $1,167 83 

RECEIPTS. 

From Members of the Corporation 5,200 00 

" Subscriptions for Sunday Opening 1,000 00 

" Balance of Subscriptions of 1891 for Sun- 
day Opening 7,160 75 

Subscriptions to Guarantee Fund for De- 
ficiency of 1891 6,750 00 

" Sundry Subscriptions, Mrs. R. G. Gross... 100 00 
Mr. H. R. Bishop. . 227 15 

" Special Subscription for Purchase of Casts. 500 00 

" Special Committee on Casts, one-half the 
Cost of Building a Shed for Storage 

Purposes 1,496 25 

" Finance Committee, for Disbursements 
made by the Treasurer for the Willard 

Collection. '. 13,243 61 

•< The Lazarus Scholarship Fund 24,000 00 
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From The Finance Committee for care of Wolfe 

Collection 3,022 52 

Income of the Wolfe Fund 11,451 67 

Income of the Willard Fund 696 57 

Income of the Art School Fund 4,108 09 

Art Schools Class Receipts 2,930 25 

Income of the Library Fund, and Subscrip- 
tions thereto 427 68 

" Garfield National Bank (Loans) 15,500 00 $98,972 87 

GENERAL INCOME FOR ADMINISTRATION EXPENSES. 

" Department of Public Parks $24,991 63 

" Annual Members 17,420 00 

" Admission Fees 4,079 20 

" Sale of Hand-Books 2,709 56 

" Finance Committee on Account of Income 
from Invested Trust Funds, as follows: 

" Vanderbilt Fund, General Endowment 4,675 00 

" Astor Fund, General Endowment 1,943 78 

" Henry G.Marquand Fund, Gen'l Endowmen t 2.500 00 $58,319 17 

$157,291 54 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

For Sunday Opening Expenses $13,193 67 

" Special Subscription, paid over to the Special* 

Committee on Sculptural Casts 500 00 

" Building a Shed for Storage 2,992 50 

" The Willard Architectural Commission 6,381 21 

" Setting up and arranging the Willard Casts . . 6,822 40 
" Lazarus Scholarship Fund, paid to the Finance 

Committee for Investment 24,000 00 

" Income of the Wolfe Fund, paid to the 

Finance Committee 11,451 67 

" Income of the Willard Fund, paid to the 

Finance Committee 720 00 

" Expenses of the Finance Committee : 

Services of an Accountant $200 00 

Stationery and Printing 27 15 227 15 

" Additions to and Maintenance of Library..'.. 585 68 

«' The Art Schools 9,947 98 

« Care of Wolfe Collection 2,615 86 

" Interest on Loans 258 06 

« Loan paid to Finance Committee 6,021 81 $85,717 99 
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EXPENSES OF ADMINISTRATION AS FOLLOWS t 

" Salaries and Wages $53,520 00 

" Fuel, Stationery and Printing, Postage, Engi- 
neer's and Electrician's Supplies, Gen- 
eral Repairs, etc 11,253 42 

" Amount paid on Account of Art Purchases. . 2,206 12 

" Printing Hand-Books, Pamphlets, etc 1,673 86 

" Miscellaneous Expenses : 

Rent for Safe in Mercantile Deposit 

Company $ 45 00 

Postage for Mailing Annual Reports, 

etc 116 75 

Services of an Accountant 125 00 286 76 $68,840 14 

Balance ., 8,733 41 

Total $167,291 64 

Expensesof Administration for 1802 $68,840 14 

Income for Administration-Expenses 68,319 17 

Deficiency $10,520 97 

The state of the funds of the Museum appear from the 
following 



ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE. 

December 31, 1892. 

VANDERBILT FUND. 

principal, $100,000. 

Invested in Bonds and Mortgages on New York City property. 
Income to be used as Board may direct. 

Income used for Budget Expenses ' $4,675 00 

ASTOR FUND. 

principal, $47,751.25. 

Invested in Bonds and Mortgages on New York City property. 
Income to be used as Board may direct. 

Income used for Budget Expenses $1,943 7B 
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MARQUAND FUND. 

PRINCIPAL, $50,000. 

Invested in Railroad Bonds. 

Income to be -used for Budget Expenses. 

Income used for Budget Expenses $2,500 00 

MARQUAND FUND. 
PRINCIPAL, $30,000. 

Invested in Railroad Bonds. 
Income to be used for support of Art Schools. 
Income used for support of Art Schools $1,600 00 

REED FUND. 

PRINCIPAL, $50,000. 

Invested in Railroad Bonds. 

Income to be used for support of Art Schools. 

Income used for support of Art Schools $2,608 09 

WOLFE FUND. 
principal, $200,000. 

Invested in Bonds and Mortgages on New York City property and Rail- 
road Bonds. 
Income to be used for Expenses and increase of Wolfe Collection. 

Income transferred to Wolfe Income Account $10,491 67 

WOLFE INCOME INVESTMENT ACCOUNT. 

Accumulations to date, $21,288.89. 

, Invested in Railroad Bonds. 

Income transferred to Wolfe Income Account $960 00 

WOLFE INCOME ACCOUNT. 

Income from Wolfe Fund $10,491 67 

Income from Wolfe Income Investment Account ■. . . . 960 00 

Interest allowed on Deposits 16 55 

Over invested in 1891 $1,217 63 

Expenses of taking care Wolfe Collection 3,022 52 

Balance on Deposit 7,228 07 

$11,468 22 $11,468 22 
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WILLARD FUND. 

Balance of Fund at date, $11,646.63. 

Principal and Interest to be used for Purchase oi Architectural Illustrations . 

Balance of Fund, December 31, 1891 423,855 07 

Profit realized at Sale of Securities 1,113 75 

Interest and Income 781 43 

Payments on Account of Purchased Architectural 

Illustrations £13,203 61 

Balance on Deposit ,. 11,54663 

$24,750 24 $24,750 24 
LIBRARY FUND. 

PRINCIPAL, $7,200. 

Invested in Bonds and Stock. 

Income to be used for additions to Library. 

Income used for additions to Library $293 00 

HOE FUND. 

Balanceof Fund December 31, 1891 $196 95 

Interest allowed on Deposit 5 46 

Balance on Deposit $202 41 

LAZARUS FUND. "*»* $909 41 

PRINCIPAL, $24,000. 

Invested in Bond and Mortgage on New York City property. 
Income to be used for a Traveling Scholarship. 

CONDENSED STATEMENT. 

CREDITS. 

Funds in hands of Finance Committee, Dec. 31, 1891. 

Investments $518,126 39 

Cash Accounts 9,948 14 $528,074 53 

Income from Investments 35,774 97 

Profit realizedat Saleof Securities belonging to Willard Fund. 1,113 75 

Lazarus Fund 24,000 00 

debits. $578,963 25 

Transferred to Treasurer's Cash Accounts. 

On Account of Income from Funds $16,542 39 

From Willard Fund 13,203 61 $29,746 00 

Funds in hands of Finance Committee, Dec. 31, '92 : 

Investments , t $530,240 14 

Deposits in United States Trust Company on 

account of various Funds 18,977 11 $549,217 25 

$578,963 25 
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GROWTH OF THE MUSEUM. 

During the year 1892 the Museum has gained in strength 
and added materially to its collections. Its. hold upon the 
good-will of the people, as well as its appreciation among the 
higher institutions of education and culture, are more than ever 
manifest. Its aid to Art, Industries and Commerce is also con- 
tinually increasing, and points to a future of much importance 
and influence. 

FINANCES. 

The financial statements accompanying this report show 
that the expenses incurred for the maintenance of the Museum 
during the year 1892 amounted in the aggregate to $95,459.50, 
and that we reached the end of December, last year, with a 
deficiency of $10,520.97; of which, about one-half is charge- 
able to the expenses incurred in keeping the Museum open on 
Sundays since last July. 

GIFTS AND OTHER ADDITIONS. 

The collections of the Museum have been enriched in 
various directions. The bequest of the late Edward C. Moore 
has been placed on exhibition, and forms a material addition 
to the art treasures of the Museum, especially in its departments 
of ancient and mediaeval art 

One of the last acts of the late Cyrus W. Field was the 
presentation to the Museum of his collection of medals and 
other testimonials in honor of laying the Atlantic Cable, to- 
gether with a series of paintings illustrative of the work of lay- 
ing the cable, and specimens exhibiting the process of cable 
construction. 

Most of the objects bequeathed by the late Mrs. Elizabeth 
U. Coles have been received from the executors, but, until the 
courts have decided upon the validity of the bequest, they 
remain on exhibition diily as a loan. 

Mr. Edward D. Adams has presented to the Museum an 
extensive collection of bronze reproductions of ancient bronzes, 
selected from those found in the ruins of Herculaneum. 
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Mr. Henry G. Marquand has presented a collection of 
Roman antiquities. 

Miss Sarah Lazarus has added various objects to her 
former generous gifts. 

Other gifts are noted at the end of this Report. 

By purchase the Museum has acquired two small but very 
valuable collections — one of terra cotta groups and figurines of 
the best period of Greek art, and the other of ancient glass 
found in the vicinity of Tyre ; also a valuable lot of Assyrian 
and Babylonian cylinder seals, gold and inscribed objects. 

The collections of Sculptural and Architectural plaster casts 
have been enlarged, and a number of the latter put on exhibition. 

ENLARGEMENT OF THE COLLECTION OF CASTS. 

Reference is made to the report of the Special Committee 
for a full statement of the progress made in this important direc- 
tion. It may be briefly summarized as follows : 

The earnest co-operation of Museum authorities and archae- 
ologists in Europe has been secured, both in revision of the list 
of desirable objects and in obtaining them. Chief among these 
should be mentioned Mr. Armstrong, Director for Art in the 
Science and Art Department at the South Kensington Museum, 
London ; Prof. Ernst Curtius and Dr. Bode, of Berlin ; Prof. 
Treu, Director of the Albertinum at Dresden ; Prof. Michaelis, of 
Strassburg ; Signor de Petra, of the Naples Museum. 

The Italian Government, through Signor Villari, late Min- 
ister of Public Instruction, has accorded to the Committee per- 
mission to make casts of several masterpieces which are now 
reproduced for the first time, notably the famous "Judith" of 
Donatello. 

The French Government, through the kind offices of Mr. 
Halsey C. Ives, Chief of the Department of Arts of the Colum- 
bian Exhibition, has allowed the Metropolitan Museum to share 
in the special privileges of reproducing public monuments 
accorded to the World's Fair. 

The Purchasing Agent of the Committee, Mr. Edward Rob- 
inson, and its Vice-Chairman, Mr. Robert W. de Forest, have 
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visited all the principal museums of Europe in the interest of 
the collection, to obtain the benefit of European experience, 
both in selection and arrangement. 

A large part of the collection has been ordered, and 330 
cases have already arrived and are now in the storage shed ad- 
jacent to the museum, awaiting the completion of the new wing. 
Among those which have arrived are the larger part of the Her- 
culaneum bronzes (reproduced in bronze), the special gift of Mr. 
E. D. Adams. 

Special effort has been made to economize the cost of pack- 
ing and transportation, so much so that the expenditure for all 
charges on that portion of the collection which has arrived, in- 
cluding packing, transportation, custom house and storage, is 
only about 26 per cent, of the first cost of the casts in Europe. 

The total amount of subscriptions received up to February 
4th, 1893, including interest on deposits, was $65,129.51, from 
128 different subscribers, of whom 23 gave $1,000 or upwards, 
48 $100 or upwards, and 57 sums less than $100. $35,000, in 
round figures, are therefore necessary to make up the $100,000 
needed; and with this sum, supplemented by the generous 
legacy of the late Gen. George W. Cullom, it is manifest that our 
Museum can obtain the most complete general collection of 
casts as yet assembled in any museum of the world. 

The subscriptions should be made up as soon as possible to 
avail ourselves of opportunities which otherwise may be lost. 

TRAVELING SCHOLARSHIP. 

It gives the Trustees pleasure to acknowledge and re- 
cord the liberality of Mrs. Amelia B. Lazarus, and of her 
daughter, Miss Emilie Lazarus, who have made provision for 
the establishment of a Traveling Scholarship in the schools of 
the Museum, to be held by a male student in Painting. For 
this purpose they have generously given a special fund of 
$14,000. The scholarship is to be known as the "Jacob H. 
Lazarus Traveling Scholarship." 
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VISITORS. 

The number of visitors to the Museum from January 1st, 
to December 31st, 1892, inclusive, was 751,856, of which 
246,988 were on Sunday afternoons. 

COPYISTS. 

Three hundred and forty copies of objects in the Museum 
were made by 187 copyists during the year. These figures do 
not include the large number of persons sketching or copying 
particular designs for use in trade or in the arts, as well as for 
illustration in books or periodicals. Of the copyists, much the 
larger number were occupied in the galleries of paintings, but 
many also among sculptures, ancient and modern ; the terra 
cottas, textile fabrics, glass, metal-work, pottery ; and, indeed, 
in most, if not all, the departments of the objects on exhibition. 

EDUCATIONAL WORK. 

Colleges and schools have repeatedly sent classes with 
instructors, for study in connection with text-books brought for 
the purpose. Such classes, when seeking it, have uniformly 
received assistance and explanation from the Curators of the 
Museum. The draft on the Curators' time for the help thus 
given to students and authors has not been slight. The visits 
of the schools and classes from colleges have been usually made 
on Mondays and Tuesdays, when they have been accorded free 
admission. Special students and college professors have been 
provided with room and objects for their work. 

In pursuance of an agreement made with Columbia College, 
a series of weekly lectures on art, free to the public, was 
arranged for, the Museum furnishing the lecture room for an 
audience of five hundred, with the use of such objects as can 
safely be exposed in the lecture room ; facilities for providing 
lantern slides, two electric-light lanterns, with screens and other 
necessary apparatus, and the running expenses of the lectures ; 
Columbia College providing and compensating the lecturers. 
The course provided extends from January 7th to April 1st, 
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1893, inclusive. The other matters of agreement, as detailed 
in our last report, have been carried out with entire success. 
The arrangement gives good promise of increasing the utility 
of the Museum. Courses of lectures by our own officers might 
also be advantageously arranged for. 

THE CITY AND MAINTENANCE. 

The arrangement made with the City for maintenance, on 
condition of keeping the Museum open free to the public 
throughout the year, Sunday afternoons included, and two 
evenings in each week, and the manner in which that arrange- 
ment has been observed, will best be seen from the following 
report of the Executive Committee last November : 

"TO THE TRUSTEES OF 

"THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART. 

New York, November 9th, 1892. 
" Gentlemen : 

Our State Legislature last winter authorized the authorities 
of this City to appropriate to the use of your Museum for the 
coming year the sum of $70,000, in addition to the sum of 
$25,000 which the Museum had become entitled to by previous 
legislation, making a total of $95,000, on the condition that the 
Museum is kept open and free to the public every day in the 
year, including Sundays, and two evenings in the week. 

The Board of Estimate and Apportionment, at their recent 
session, instead of appropriating the sum of $95,000 for the 
estimated needs of the Museum, have appropriated but $50,000. 
The acceptance of this appropriation threatens us with a very 
serious deficit, and invites a crisis in the finances of the Museum 
of so grave a character that the Executive Committee have 
requested the President to call you together in advance of your 
regular meeting, that they may profit by your counsel. 

In order to a clear understanding of the situation that con- 
fronts us, and of the motives which prompt the recommenda- 
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"tion we are about to make to the Board, it will be necessary for 
us to review briefly the financial history of your Corporation, 
with special reference to its relations with the City authorities, 
which seem to be quite generally misunderstood. 

When the project of founding a Museum of Art in the City 
took shape, by the union of a few gentlemen, and their incor- 
poration in 1870 as the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Central 
Park had been but recently laid out Members of the City 
Government specially interested in that work thought that such 
an institution as we proposed to establish would constitute a 
desirable addition to its attractions, and they proposed to us to 
give it a borne within the Park. It was then, of course, im- 
practicable for either party to enter into any contract, but they 
did come to an understanding that if we would transfer our 
collections and open and operate a Museum of Art, the City 
would provide a suitable building for it in the Park, and in 
addition, would make an annual contribution to its maintenance. 

This general understanding, which did not at that time 
assume the form of a contract, was the foundation of the rela- 
tions which have hitherto subsisted between your Museum and 
the City of New York. 

While the City proceeded with the erection of a building 
for us, which we now occupy, we went on with our prepara- 
tions for its equipment, and in 1872 opened our Museum at 
No. 681 Fifth Avenue. We transferred it in 1873 to the more 
spacious accommodations at No. 128 West Fourteenth Street 
In that year, and for the first time, the City contributed to the 
maintenance of the Museum the sum of $15,000, which sum it 
has contributed annually since. 

When the Park building was completed, on the 24th of 
November, 1878, a lease of it was executed by the City to our 
Corporation. This instrument provided' for our occupation of 
the building, but made no provision for contributions by the 
City towards our expenses. In this instrument we bound our- 
selves to place our collections in the new building, and to admit 
the public to them, free, four days in each week and on all 
legal or public holidays, except Sunday, and also to admit, free 
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" of charge, all persons engaged in teaching in any institutions of 
learning in the City on every secular day in the year. 

This lease applied only to the building, but not to any sur- 
rounding territory. It was therefore impracticable for us, or 
for any persons desiring to aid us, to extend our building or to 
erect additions. The City authorities, however, folly recog- 
nizing the rapid growth and value of the Museum, have gener- 
ously extended the buildings required for its accommodation. 
No change, however, has been made or proposed in the terms 
of our lease, which are understood to include these extensions. 

The annual expenses of operating the Museum, of course, 
have increased with its growth. Its total operating expenses 
from 1871 to 1892 have been $890,946.11. Towards this the 
City has contributed $332,075.36. The Museum has thus, out 
of its own means, contributed $558,870.75. 

Meantime the Museum property in works of art has in- 
creased, by the gifts and bequests of its members, enormously. 
Its present value would be moderately estimated at $5,000,- 
000.00, and we think we may say with confidence that the 
equivalent of its treasures could not be replaced for that sum. 

The sources of income for the Museum are : 

Fees from Annual Members $18,560.00 

Admission fees on two days of the week 5,731 . 75 

Sale of Catalogues 4,640.28 

Income from Special Endowments 4,067.68 

The total income from these sources amounted, in the 
year 1891, to the sum of $32,999.68. 

You are aware that hitherto our entire income has been 
required to meet our running expenses, so that we have had 
no funds to devote to the enrichment of the Museum. A very 
few purchases have been made, but only where a neglect of 
the opportunity would have been little less than a crime. We 
have been wholly dependent upon, the generosity of individuals 
and friends for every increase of our collections. How great 
has been that generosity our halls and galleries bear witness. 
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" The City has not contributed one dollar towards the increase 
of said collections. 

While the members of your corporation were giving large 
sums annually towards building up the Museum, the interest of 
the public in it seemed proportionately to increase ; and, not 
content with the privileges actually enjoyed, an irresistible 
appeal was made by the public, as well as by the municipal 
authorities, for their increase. In the year 1890 the Board of 
Estimate and Apportionment appropriated the further sum of 
$10,000, on condition that the Museum be opened free to the 
public either on Sundays or two evenings in the week, at our 
option. After mature deliberation, the Trustees accepted this 
conditional offer, and on the 10th day of May, 1890, when the 
arrangements for lighting the institution were completed, the 
Museum was opened, and has continued to be open, two even- 
ings in each week, ever since. 

The pressure, however, for- Sunday openings was rather 
increased than relaxed by this concession. Petitions, numer- 
ously signed, were poured in upon us for a free Sunday ; the 
ardent champions of this measure unhesitatingly encouraged 
us to expect all the pecuniary aid necessary to meet the in- 
creased expenses of such a step, while prominent individual 
members of the City government were understood to have 
freely promised ample appropriations from the City treasury. 

The Trustees reluctantly, and not without serious misgiv- 
ings, resolved to try the experiment without waiting until the 
means for meeting the* additional expenses to be incurred had 
been actually provided or secured, and on Sunday, the 31st of 
May, 1891, the Museum was opened free to the public, and has 
continued to be so opened on Sunday to the present time. 

Before the end of 1891 we found that, however acceptable 
to the public, the. free Sunday opening was far from favorable 
to the pecuniary interests of the Museum. Our membership 
began to fall off, and with it our income from that source. The 
Committee who had urged Sunday opening placed in our 
hands $4,000 00 towards our new liabilities, with promises of 
abundant public support in the future; $320.00 were sent us 
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" from other sources. One of our Trustees handed us $10,000.00, 
as the generous gift of one of our Patrons, Mr. Henry O. Have- 
meyer Another gentleman, Mr. Benjamin Altman, gave us 
$1,000 00. These sums, amounting to $15,320.00, were econ- 
omically devoted to the expenses incident to a free Sunday 
Museum. They sufficed for those expenses up to June 20th of 
the current year. We were then left to our own resources, with 
a largely-reduced income, while with every addition to our art 
treasures our expenses for their arrangement were increasing, 
and with the prospect before us of a new building to guard, 
which of itself will involve a considerable increase to our pay- 
roll. 

It was under these circumstances that the idea was con- 
ceived of making the Museum entirely free to the public, on 
condition that the public should pay its operating expenses. 
We were asked for an estimate of those expenses. The sub- 
ject was referred to a Committee of this Board, who reported 
that $95,000.00 would be required for the year 1893, including 
expenses for the new building, now nearly ready for occupa- 
tion. 

The plan and estimates were both received by the Board 
of Estimate and Apportionment with apparently hearty ap- 
proval, and they — (some of the members individually) — united 
with us in an application to the Legislature for the requisite 
authority to make the appropriation. At our joint instance an 
Act was passed on the 12th day of May, 1892, authorizing the 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment to appropriate a sum 
not to exceed $70,000.00, in addition to the $25,000.00 here- 
tofore appropriated, for the maintenance of the Museum, pro- 
vided it should be kept open free to the public every day in 
the year and two evenings in every week. 

Meantime your Executive Committee, being unwilling to 
disappoint the public by closing the Museum during the summer, 
and relying upon the encouragement given by individual mem- 
bers of the Board of Estimate and Apportionment that if we 
would keep the Museum open means would be found, in some 
unexpended balances of appropriations or otherwise, for repay- 
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" ing our advances, we continued to open the Museum as usual. 
Our just expectations from this source have not been realized. 

Not only no provision has been made for our Sunday ex- 
penses in 1892, but the Board of Estimate and Apportionment, 
instead of giving us the sum it was authorized to give by law 
for 1893, to enable us to make the Museum free to the public, 
has given us about half that sum, $50,000.00, no provision what- 
ever being made for the expenses incurred since the 20th of 
June last Should we accept this sum we should be obliged 
to make up the sum of $45,000.00 to cover the estimated ex- 
penses of 1893, in addition to what we shall be owing for 
Sunday opening since June of the current year. Nor is that 
all. Half of this appropriation had already been accorded to 
us as of right ($15,000.00) when we opened our Museum in 
the Park, and $10,000.00 for opening the Museum two even- 
ings each week. The remaining $25,000.00 is appropriated 
under the Act of last winter upon the express condition that we 
open the Museum every day in the year. We cannot accept 
the money, therefore, unless we' comply with this condition. 
If we do comply with it, our loss in present income will be 
greater than the amount we get for the opening. We shall lose 
at once the income we have hitherto received from admission 
fees on pay days 

When pay days are abolished we must count upon a serious 
loss of income from annual members, to whom we can no 
longer extend any special privileges for their subscriptions. 

We have now 1,903 enrolled members, from whom we re- 
ceived last year $19,000.00. This year we have received but 
$15,640.00. The 339 members, who have not yet paid, and 
probably will not, were known to consist partially of those who 
were opposed to opening the Museum on Sunday. We have 
no right to presume that any of our annual members will renew 
their subscriptions when a certificate of membership carries 
with it no special privileges. Here, therefore, from both 
sources — admission fees and annual members — is a loss in 
sight of nearly $30,000.00, which would be sustained by the 
acceptance of the appropriation of the Board of Estimate and 
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"Apportionment, for which we get in return only $25,000.00. 
It is clear that we cannot accept it on any such conditions. 

Nor is this all. The new wing which is expected to 
nearly double our accommodations, and to fill which we have 
already ample material, will be finished in a few months. 
The opening and operating this wing is destined to increase 
our expenses very considerably. It is a question which it is 
not premature to submit to your serious consideration, whether 
we are likely to be in a condition to accept the new wing at 
all ; and if we do accept it, from what quarter aire we to ex- 
pect the means of operating it ? 

In view of our present and prospective burdens, which we 
have endeavored to place before you as briefly as possible, we 
deem it our duty to recommend that steps be taken at once to 
discharge our present indebtedness and provide for our future 
necessities. The most obvious step to be taken in the direc- 
tion of economy, in our judgment, is to repeal the resolution 
which authorized the opening of the Museum on Sunday, and 
not open it on that day again until a suitable fund has been 
provided to meet the expenses to which it subjects us. The re- 
sults of the experiment thus far have been the loss of 406 an- 
nual members and the $4,060.00 we were annually receiving 
from them. We have lost the sympathy and favor of an im- 
portant portion of the public. We know of large bequests that 
have been revoked on account of our opening on Sunday, and 
we have reason to apprehend the loss of others. And, finally, 
we shall be indebted on account of Sunday expenses for this 
year between four and five thousand dollars. 

On the other hand, it is proper to state that the Museum 
has been visited during the period of Sunday opening by 
405,411 persons, an average of 5,869 for every Sunday. This 
opening of the Museum on Sunday may continue to prove of 
great advantage to the general public — an advantage which 
you may feel a just reluctance to suspend or interrupt — but so 
far we have received but little to counterbalance the pecuniary 
losses already sustained ; neither do we see from what quarter 
aid is to be expected, unless the City Government should recon- 
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"sider its action, and decide to give the public, through the 
Museum, the benefits provided for by the Act of last winter. 
Of such a reconsideration we regret to say that we can give 
you no assurance. 

" For the Executive Committee, 

HENRY G. MARQUAND, 
F. W. RHINELANDER, 
Committee, \ JOHN BIGELOW, 

HIRAM HITCHCOCK, 
W. E. DODGE." 

Since the date of that report, the Board of Estimate and 
Apportionment has increased the appropriation from $50, 000. 00 
to $70,000.00, and declined to appropriate the full amount 
authorized by law, viz., $96,000.00. The Park Commissioners, 
however, suggested the restoration of the two pay days, and 
a bill to that effect has been introduced into the legislature by 
the city officers. The request of the Museum for the reimburse- 
ment of the expense of Sunday opening from June last was 
not granted, though the Sunday opening was 4 continued 
under pressure and encouragement from the City's officers. 
From the official statements of the great museums of Europe, 
it is evident that the expenses of conducting this museum are 
far less than any of them. 

THE NEW WING. 

The approaching completion of the new north wing brings 
us face to face with new questions. The work, of furnishing, 
equipping and arranging the collections therein is more than 
equal to that accomplished in the transfer of the Museum from 
Fourteenth street to its present abode, and will tax the resources 
of the Museum to the utmost. 

The great expense to be incurred, and labor to be performed, 
before the new wing can be opened, must be met while the 
Museum is in a condition financially straitened. 
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LIBRARY. 

The funds at the disposal of the Librarian during the year 
1892 were $927.68, of which have been expended : For Binding, 
$131.20; for Periodicals, $107.26; for Purchase of Books, 
$345.22 — leaving a balance on hand of $342.00, which, how- 
ever, will be exhausted in payment for books already 
ordered. 

There have been added to the Library, during the year 1892: 
By bequest of Edward C. Moore, 460 volumes ; by purchase, 
81 volumes; by gift, 89 volumes. The number of volumes 
now in the Library is 3,929. 

The following Departments are in need of additions more 
rapidly than they can be made with the present small income 
of the Library, and are herewith indicated by way of sugges- 
tion as to the character of the books which would be most 
acceptable as a gift at the present time ; modern art, ancient 
art, Greek and Roman sculpture, archaeology, engraving, coins 
and medals. 

New York, January 30, 1893. 

By order, 

H. G. MARQUAND, 

President. 
L. P. DI CRSNOLA, 

Secretary. 



